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2.3.9. WEEE enforcement - Addressing “leakage” in the take-back scheme (NL) 

 
Member State: The Netherlands  

Inspection steps: 
3. Realisation of 
Inspections   
4. Follow-up 

Relevant EU legal 
requirement: 

WEEE Directive 

Geographical level: National 

Implementation: Since 2004  

Context 

The WEEE Directive sets collection, recycling and 

recovery targets for a defined set of electric and 

electronic equipment (EEE) in EU-27. Member States 

need, among other, to ensure that from 13 August 2005 

onwards: 

 final holders and distributors must have the 

possibility to return the waste of such electrical and 

electronic equipment (WEEE) free of charge; 

 distributors of new products must ensure that waste 

of the same type of equipment can be returned to 

them free of charge on a one-to-one basis (except for 

contaminated waste presenting a risk to the health 

and safety of personnel, for which Member States 

have to develop alternative systems); 

 for the sake of the provisions above, producers are 

allowed to set up and operate individual or collective 

take-back systems. 

Manufacturers must set up systems for the recovery of 

WEEE collected separately and apply the best available 

treatment, recovery and recycling techniques for WEEE. 

Finally, they must finance the collection, treatment, 

recovery and environmentally sound disposal of WEEE. 

Collection, recovery and recycling targets have to be met. 

Objective 

The enforcement activities in the WEEE chain were 

enhanced to prevent WEEE ending up in the illegal export 

circuit. After identification of the “leakages” in the 

collection of WEEE, specific campaigns and agreements 

were set up with industrial associations, retailers and 

municipalities.  

 

 

 

 

Description 

Enforcement of the WEEE regulations in the Netherlands 

is a national competence. Inspection on WEEE is 

performed by the Dutch Ministry for Infrastructure and 

Environment (IenM) and is closely linked with inspection 

on the Waste Shipment Regulation.  

Next to inspecting EEE producers and importers on their 

compliance with provisions of the WEEE Directive (i.e. 

inspection of administrative documents), Dutch 

enforcement has particular attention for illegal export of 

WEEE.  

In 2004, IenM found that companies in the entire chain 

of production and disposal of EEE sold WEEE to non-

licensed or non-registered waste collectors. These waste 

collectors distributed the WEEE to waste exporters or 

they exported the WEEE themselves to non-OECD 

countries, either as waste or more frequently unjust as 

second hand.  

In 2005-2006, IenM put much effort in the awareness 

raising of the different actors. It was found that the 

violation of WEEE Directive provisions were rather the 

result of a lack of understanding of the regulation than a 

deliberate breach. Given the strong network of industrial 

associations in the Netherlands, awareness raising 

campaigns were set up with the different relevant 

associations. These campaigns were further supported 

by effective inspection and enforcement with retail, 

collectors and waste exporters. 

In 2008, new inspections revealed that enforcement 

needs to be kept at a high level to ensure good 

compliance with the WEEE Directive. Furthermore, it was 

concluded that a chain approach is necessary for 

achieving better results. 

In 2009, a new enforcement project was set up to 

prevent illegal export of WEEE. A special focus went to 

municipal civic amenity sites (collection of WEEE from 
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households) and retail. In addition, when customs found 

violations of the Waste Shipment Regulations, Dutch 

WEEE inspection tracked back the supplier of the WEEE. 

50 % of the inspected retailers showed breaches in the 

correct disposal and administrative reporting of WEEE. 

No infringements were found with the municipal civic 

amenity sites, although registration of incoming WEEE 

was often insufficient. Many of the sites sell part of the 

WEEE to licensed waste collectors or dispose of it to re-

use/repair centres. This is not in breach with legislation, 

but it can lead to the following problems: 

 the waste collectors in the chain are the potential 

source for “leakage” in the system. They take out the 

valuable metals or other compounds from the WEEE 

and sell the rest of the waste to for instance waste 

traders; 

 consumers pay a fee (“polluters pay principle”) for 

the collection, recycling and recovery of WEEE by the 

producers represented by the take-back organisation. 

If the civic amenity sites sell part of the “valuable 

WEEE” to waste collectors instead of to the take-back 

organisation, the consumers have not received what 

they have paid for, and cannot be sure that the WEEE 

is recycled according to high standards. This might 

undermine the support for paying a fee and 

undermines the credibility of the producers; 

 if take-back organisations are left with only the un-

valuable WEEE, while municipalities “cash” the 

valuable WEEE, this might lead to financial problems 

in the take-back scheme and illegitimate transfers of 

means. 

In order to make sure that WEEE is recycled and 

recovered according to the WEEE Directive, IenM 

ensures that WEEE is collected through the take-back 

organisations WECYCLE and ICT-Milieu. Therefore, a 

voluntary agreement has been set up between 

municipalities and WECYCLE/ICT-Milieu, which has been 

signed by all municipalities in the Netherlands. It holds 

following engagements for municipalities: 

 Correct separate collection and storage of WEEE, 

 Disposal of WEEE to take-back organisations 

WECYCLE and ICT-Milieu. Only WEEE that can be re-

used by Dutch households can be delivered to re-

use/repair centres, 

 Registration of incoming and disposed WEEE; 

and the following issues for WECYCLE and ICT-Milieu: 

 Provision of containers for collection of WEEE to 

municipalities, 

 Emptying full containers within 2 working days, 

 Providing figures on the collected weight of WEEE 

The municipalities receive a given price per kilo WEEE. A 

similar agreement is also being set up between retailers 

and WECYCLE.  

  

Further information: 
Dutch Environment Ministry – Inspection homepage: http://www.rijksoverheid.nl/ministeries/ienm (in Dutch) 

http://www.rijksoverheid.nl/ministeries/ienm

